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Camas Women’s Club began Library 


The Camas Public 
Library was first conceived 
in 1922 in the minds of 
members of the Camas 
Relief and Civic 
Improvement Club, which 
later shortened its name to 
the Camas Women’s Club. 

This group of energetic 
and civic-minded women 
was organized in 1915 to 
help meet community 
needs. They sewed and 
raised money for the poor, 
helped with the War Effort 
in 1917-1918, prodded the 
City Council to improve the 
appearance of the town, 
“cleaned up” the first silent 
movies that were shown 
here, spearheaded the 
formation of the Camas 
Cemetery Association, and 
functioned in other ways as 
Camas’ first service club. 

The first mention of a 
public library was at a club 
meeting in March of 1922. 
The idea jelled during the 
next six months and by 
December of that year, the 
club had obtained the 
promise of 150 books from 
the state’s traveling library 
and an offer of space in 
Arthur Thayer's drugstore 
in the Urie Building, located 
at Fourth and Adam, across 
the street from the mill 
office. 


LIBRARY OPENS 


The library opened in 
April of 1923 with 150 
borrowed books from the 
state and a $13 bookcase 
paid for by the Women’s 
Club. Books were checked 
out by members of the club 
and occasionally by 
drugstore employees. 

By the end of the first 
year the ladies had paid out 
$85 to operate the library 
and the state had increased 
its rotating books to 300 
per delivery. A drive was 
held locally for donations of 
secondhand books. Several 
cash gifts also were made 
for new books. 

The library outgrew its 
space in 1925, and the city 
council agreed to the use of 
its council chamber in the 
old city hall, west of Third 
Avenue on Cedar Street. 
The ladies added several 
rentall books to the 
collection. In 1927, the city 
council agreed to contribute 
a small sum for operating 
expenses, but it still cost the 
Women’s Club an additional 
$175 that year to make 
ends meet. 

In 1928, the ladies set up 
a separate library board 
with Mrs. Walter M. (Kather- 
ine) Bain as chairman. Mrs. 
Bain, more than any other 
person, had been the guiding 
light for the growing young 
library trom its very 
beginning, and kept it going 
when others had lost heart. 


Other members of _ this 
board were Mrs. L.M. 
(Marjorie) Smith, Mrs. F.C. 
(Gladys) Carleton, Mrs. J.H. 
(Mariette) Hoxsie and Don 
Mitchell. 


CITY TAKES OVER 


Finally, in 1929, after 
the women had made many 
trips to city council 
meetings and after engaging 
in many long and heated 
arguments with city 
officials, the council 
reluctantly agreed to take 
over the library as a 
municipal function, and to 
create a public library 
commission as provided by 
state law. Attorney J.S. 
Currie was named the first 
chairman of the city- 
appointed Camas _ Public 
Library Board. Other 
members were Mrs. 
Carmack, Mrs. Bain, Mrs. 
Hoxsie, Frederick M. Lash 
(superintendent of schools), 
Mrs. Fred (Laura) Stoller, 
Mrs. Simeral,, Mr. Mitchell 
and A.E. Thatcher. 

The new board hired 
Mrs. Ethel Roffler part time 
to be librarian, with 
assistance from members of 
the Women’s Club. The 
library now contained over 
2,500 books, thanks to 
donation of 800 volumes 
from the state traveling 
library when its function 
was terminated by a 
governor’s veto. This sudden 
growth forced the library to 
move a second time, into 
the old West Coast 
Telephone building on the 
corner of Fifth and Cedar. 

During the ensuing Great 
Depression the Women’s 
Club was called upon twice 
to balance the city library 
budget with cash 
contributions. The members 
continued to give freely of 
their time, and within two 
years the library had to 
move again. This time it 
went next door, into space 
formerly used as a bus 
depot and confectionary in 
the O.F. Johnson building, 
which is now part of the 
Camas Laundry. That year, 
1932, the Library Board 
employed Miss Eva Santee 
of Vancouver, a graduate 
librarian, on a part-time 
basis for $75 a month, with 
Mrs. Roffler as her assistant. 

Under Miss Santee’s 
guidance, and with 
continued support from the 
Women’s Club, the library 
expanded its services and 
Miss Santee was soon of a 
full-time, though - still 
meager, salary. By 1937, the 
library had already 
outgrown its space. 
Meanwhile, the fire 
department was 
experiencing growing pains, 
also. By some skilled 
maneuvers, the ladies of the 


A COATING of snow manicured the Camas City Hall in January 1969. The building now houses 
the municipal court offices and expanded library facilities. 


AT Camas Public Library’s dedication held this spring, are Tom Toolson, (left) Camas mayor; Lew 


Carlson, library board chairman and Carolyn Langham, head librarian. 


Women’s Club and other 
citizens convinced the 
council that if a new city 
hall were to be built it 
should provide ample space 
for the library. In 1939, the 
people voted a bond issue 
and the new city hall-library 
was dedicated by the 
governor in 1940. 


It was a great blow to the 
community that year when 
Miss Santee announced her 
resignation to become head 
librarian at Vancouver. She 
left Camas even before the 
new library was finished. In 
Vancouver she developed 
the regional library system 
that now serves. three 


counties, and also designed 
a central library building 
before she retired. 


Miss Milda Cull followed 
Miss Santee as head librarian 
in Camas, serving until 
1943. Others who served 
were Miss Marcella Hillgen, 
1943-1950; Miss Annasue 
Hughes, 1950-1955; Robert 
Iams, 1955-1960; Miss 
Eleanor Brown, 1960-1962; 
Miss Esther Allen, 
1962-1970; William E 
Wightman, 1970-1975; and 
the present librarian, Miss 
Carolyn Langham. 

Once again the libr 
bulged with books a4 
patrons, and the city 


council started planning a 
separate municipal building, 
which was completed in 
1967. The library board 
then began making plans to 
expand into most of the 
Georgian style brick 
building it had shared with 
the police and fire 
departments and city 
government. The expansion 
and modernization were 
completed in December of 
1975. The library now has 
some 40,000 books and 
4,000 lineal feet of shelving, 
compared with 150 
borrowed books and 20 feet 
of shelf space that made 
possible its modest 
beginning 53 years ago. 


